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SUBJECT: GREEK LABOR LEADER OFFERS TO MEET WITH HIS TURKISH 
COUNTERPART 

1 . THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR MET DECEMBER 23 WITH NIKOS 
PAPAGEORGIOU, PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL CONFEDERATION OF GREEK 
LABOR (GSEE), TO DISCUSS THE LATTER'S IMPRESSIONS OF THE AFL- 

CIO CONVENTION WHICH HE HAD ATTENDED IN LOS ANGELES EARLIER 

THIS MONTH. WHEN PAPAGEORGIOU WAS IN THE U.S. IN 1976 UNDER 

THE IVP, HE HAD RESPONDED FAVORABLY TO AN AFL-CIO OFFER TO FACILITATE 

A MEETING BETWEEN GREEK AND TURKISH TRADE UNION LEADERS. 

NOTHING CAME OF THIS, HOWEVER. AND SO. PAPAGEORGIOU SAID, HE 
ASKED AFL-CIO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DIRECTOR LEE DURING 
THE CONVENTION WHETHER THE AFL-CIO WAS STILL WILLING TO ARRANGE 
SUCH A MEETING. 

2. LEE THEN PROCEEDED TO ARRANGE A MEETING BETWEEN PAPAGEORGIOU AND 
TWO TURKISH TRADE UNION OFFICIALS WHO WERE ALSO ATTENDING 

THE CONVENTION. PAPAGEORGIOU SAID HE HAD TOLD THE TURKS THAT 
HE WAS READY TO MEET WITH HIM TURKISH COUNTERPART (WHO HAD NOT 
COME TO LOS ANGELES) TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF COMMON INTEREST 
AFFECTING THE WORKING PEOPLE OF TURKEY AND GREECE. PAPA- 
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GEORGIOU S MESSAGE WAS ESSENTIALLY THAT THE TRADE UNION 
LEADERS OF BOTH COUNTRIES HAD AN INTEREST IN DOING WHAT THEY COULD 
TO CONTRIBUTE TO IMPROVEMENT IN RELATIONS BETWEEN GREECE AND 
TURKEY, AND RESOLUTION OF THEIR DISPUTES WHICH THREATEN PEACE 
IN THE AREA. THE TURKISH TRADE UNION OFFICIALS PROMISED TO 
CONVEY TO PAPAGEORGIOU'S REMARKS AND PROPOSAL ON A MEETING 
(HE SUGGESTED THAT GENEVA WOULD BE AN APPROPRIATE PLACE TO 
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HOLD IT) TO THEIR PRESIDENT AS SOON AS THEY RETURNED TO TURKEY. 

3. PAPAGEORGIOU TOLD US THAT HE HAD MENTIONED THIS EXCHANGE 
TO MINISTER OF LABOR LASKARIS WHO ASSURED HIM OF THE 
FULL SUPPORT OF THE GOG SHOULD A MEETING TAKE PLACE. 

MILLS 
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